Neasloss, of the Kitasoo-Xai'xais
First Nation, saysithasbeen extreme-
lyraretofind bones ofthe elusive bear,
whichis protected in theworld’s only
white bear conservancy in the Great
Bear Rainforest.

Yesterdayat the B.C. Pavilion, Neas-
loss cradled the skull of a young spir-
it bear, about nine years old, that he
found earlier thisyear.

from the carcass, it looked like it was
killed by another bear,” said Neas-
loss, who leads tours with Spirit Bear
Adventures.
“Thebearsareveryresilient, butwe
are also protecting them by setting
aside 40 per cent of our traditional
territory,” said Neasloss.
“Eco-cultural tourism is a sustain-
able industry. It provides our people

an achievement award.

The furry Olympic mascot Miga, a
“seabear” or orca/spirit bear-cross
inspired by First Nations legends,
stood beside Neasloss yesterday.

About one in 10 black bearsin the
central coast is white, caused by
what scientists believe may be a sin-
glerecessive gene.

Neasloss said that Raven, the cre-
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trips for up to 10 clients, with wild-
life viewing of bears, wolves, whales
and orcas, along withvisits to known
ancientcultural sites. Anew$1.5-mil-
lion Spirit Bear Lodge has opened in
the central coast.

Neasloss will speak Wednesday and
Thursday at Aboriginal Tourism B.C!s
pavilion in the Pan Pacific Hotel.
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First Nations spirit bear expert
and guardian Doug Neasloss
holds the skull of a young bear at
the B.C. Pavilion in Vancouver on

Tuesday. GLENN BAGLO —PNG
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